
 

 

 

  

To:         Members of CCJ and COSCA  

From:    Chief Justice Paul L. Reiber and Chief Administrative Judge Lawrence K. Marks 

Co-Chairs, National Judicial Task Force to Examine State Courts’ Response to Mental Illness 

Date:  March 24, 2022 

Re:   Recognition of and Response to Youth Mental Health Crisis 

Earlier this year, U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy issued a new Surgeon General’s Advisory to highlight the urgent 

need to address the nation’s youth mental health crisis. Rates of childhood mental health concerns and suicide were 

already reaching historic levels prior to the pandemic. In 2018, suicide was the second leading cause of death for youth 

between the ages of 10 and 24. “The COVID-19 pandemic further altered their experiences at home, school, and in the 

community, and the effect on their mental health has been devasting”, stated Surgeon General Murthy. The American 

Academy of Pediatrics, American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and Children’s Hospital Association have 

joined together to declare a “National Emergency in Child and Adolescent Mental Health”.  The crisis was also noted in 

President Biden’s recent State of the Union address. 

Many of the children and families impacted by these issues have contacts with our state courts. It is important for state 

court leaders to recognize the seriousness and extent of the problem and assist in providing attention, focus and support 

for all appropriate responses from the judicial branch. The Executive Committee of the National Judicial Task Force to 

Examine State Courts’ Response to Mental Illness recently adopted a recommendation from our Civil, Probate and 

Family Justice Work Group to help in raising the recognition of the problem in all of our states and to solicit the 

leadership of the members of CCJ and COSCA in these efforts.  

We have attached the background information that was submitted to the Executive Committee by our Work Group and 

includes links to some of the actions noted above. We particularly call your attention to the highlights concerning the 

needs of youth involved in the juvenile justice system and/or the child welfare system.  

We urge each of you to find appropriate ways to provide public recognition of the crisis in your state and the need for 

courts, in concert with other state, local and community agencies and organizations, to respond. Consider including the 

topic in your public comments, through judicial branch communications, as a part of judicial education and staff training, 

and in your outreach to other government leaders, the bar and other stakeholders. You might also consider reaching out 

to your trial bench, especially those sitting in juvenile and family divisions, to better understand the issues they are 

experiencing and the resources and responses that might be most helpful and effective. You and your staff could  

contact your state executive branch child welfare and mental health agencies about programs and resources that may 

be available for the judicial branch.  

Thank you for your support of these efforts. We look forward to the opportunity during our Annual Meeting this summer in 

Chicago to bring you the results of these and other efforts as a part of our final report of the work and recommendations 

of the Task Force. 

Attachment: Recommendation from the Civil, Probate and Family Justice Work Group 


